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Consultation on the proposal to change the Published Admission Number for the 
primary and 

secondary provision at Atlantic Academy Portland

The Proposal

The proposal is to reduce the Published Admission Number (PAN) for the primary 
provision and 

secondary provision at Atlantic Academy Portland as from September 2019. The 
primary provision will be reduced from 90 to 60 places in Reception Year, and the 

secondary provision will be reduced from 150 to 120 places in Year 7.



Background
Atlantic Academy Portland became an Aspirations Academy in 2017, following several years as 

IPACA. IPACA was rated as inadequate by Ofsted before the Aspirations Academies Trust took over 
the academy. The Academy currently has a PAN of 90 for primary years (Reception to Year 6) and 

150 for secondary (Years 7 -11), which along with a sixth form of 200 students, amounts to a 
potential student population of 1580 children. The Aspirations Academies Trust believe that the 
current buildings, Maritime House and Osprey Quay, do not have the physical capacity to house 

this number of children and to educate them effectively. The proposed reduction in PAN will take 
the eventual student population capacity on the Atlantic Academy Portland site to 1220 by 

September 2019. However, the ultimate aim is for every child on the Isle of Portland to attend 
Atlantic Academy Portland and so efforts will be made to expand the building provision when and if 

this becomes necessary.



Rationale for reducing the Published Admission Number for provision

The rationale for reducing the Published Admission Number for the primary and secondary provision 
at Atlantic Academy Portland from is based on the following:

Space requirements
As stated above, the Atlantic Academy Portland buildings, Maritime House and Osprey Quay, will, if 

nothing is done, have potentially 1580 students, creating significant learning and movement issues in 
the academy. At present the Academy has many surplus spaces, however, as the popularity and 

success of the Academy continues, resulting in all year groups being full there will be a shortage of 
space. The proposed changes to the PAN will result in Atlantic Academy Portland having a total 

student population capacity of 1220.





Teaching and learning

Much work has been done at the academy to improve the learning environment and the ‘climate’ for learning 
around the school. The Executive Principal, Principal and members of the senior leadership team believe that a full 
to capacity school would significantly compromise the ability of the school to attain an ‘outstanding’ climate for 
learning. A year group of 60 pupils in primary and 120 students in 
secondary is ideal as it generally enables smaller class sizes and a more personalised education. This would 
significantly enhance the quality of learning. 


