Consultation on the proposal to change the Published Admission
Number for the primary and secondary provision at Atlantic Academy
Portland
In accordance with the Schools Admissions Code, article 1.42 ‘When changes are proposed to admission
arrangements, all admission authorities must consult on their admission arrangements that will apply for
admission applications the following school year’.
As the admissions authority for Atlantic Academy Portland the Aspirations Academies Trust is consulting on
proposed changes to the academy’s admissions arrangements.

The Proposal
The proposal is to reduce the Published Admission Number (PAN) for the primary provision and secondary
provision at Atlantic Academy Portland as from September 2019. The primary provision will be reduced from
90 to 60 places in Reception Year, and the secondary provision will be reduced from 150 to 120 places in Year
7.
It is not intended to change the oversubscription criteria which will remain the same as at present.
The admissions policy will be in line with both the current and proposed Schools Admissions Codes.

Background
Atlantic Academy Portland became an Aspirations Academy in 2017, following several years as IPACA. IPACA
was rated as inadequate by Ofsted before the Aspirations Academies Trust took over the academy. The
Academy currently has a PAN of 90 for primary years (Reception to Year 6) and 150 for secondary (Years 7
-11), which along with a sixth form of 200 students, amounts to a potential student population of 1580
children. The Aspirations Academies Trust believe that the current buildings, Maritime House and Osprey
Quay, do not have the physical capacity to house this number of children and to educate them effectively. The
proposed reduction in PAN will take the eventual student population capacity on the Atlantic Academy
Portland site to 1220 by September 2019. However, the ultimate aim is for every child on the Isle of Portland
to attend Atlantic Academy Portland and so efforts will be made to expand the building provision when and if
this becomes necessary.

Rationale for reducing the Published Admission Number for provision
The rationale for reducing the Published Admission Number for the primary and secondary provision at
Atlantic Academy Portland from is based on the following:
Space requirements
As stated above, the Atlantic Academy Portland buildings, Maritime House and Osprey Quay, will, if nothing is
done, have potentially 1580 students, creating significant learning and movement issues in the academy. At
present the Academy has many surplus spaces, however, as the popularity and success of the Academy

continues, resulting in all year groups being full there will be a shortage of space. The proposed changes to the
PAN will result in Atlantic Academy Portland having a total student population capacity of 1220.
Teaching and learning
Much work has been done at the academy to improve the learning environment and the ‘climate’ for learning
around the school. The Executive Principal, Principal and members of the senior leadership team believe that
a full to capacity school would significantly compromise the ability of the school to attain an ‘outstanding’
climate for learning. A year group of 60 pupils in primary and 120 students in secondary is ideal as it generally
enables smaller class sizes and a more personalised education. This would significantly enhance the quality of
learning.

Consultation
We are consulting widely from Monday 6th November 2017 to Friday12th January 2018 to hear and collect
your views. This consultation is for just over nine weeks and will close at 4 p.m. on Friday 12th January 2018.
We are consulting with the following groups:
• Parents of children between the ages of 2 and 18 in the local area.
• Other persons in the local area who in the opinion of the admission authority have an interest in the
proposed admissions.
• All other admission authorities within the local area.
• The wider community including town and district councils.
• The education local authority.
• Schools in the area

The groups are being consulted in the following way:
1. Statutory Notice placed in the local paper, December 2017.
2. Atlantic Academy Portland will have a link to the consultation document on it’s website front pages for 9
weeks.
3. The consultation document will be sent to all primary head teachers within the area, with a letter for
distribution to parents.
4. The Local Authority will be informed.
Views will be assessed by the Executive Operational Board of the Aspirations Academies Trust, on behalf of
the Trust Board, and decide whether to proceed with the proposal.
Once the Admission arrangements are determined and published (and sent to the LA by 15th March 2018),
any objections received regarding the determined arrangements, up to 15th May 2018, will be referred to the
Schools Adjudicator who will make the final decision.
If the proposals are approved, the Published Admission Number for the primary provision of Atlantic Academy
Portland will reduce to 60 and the secondary provision will reduce to 120 taking effect from September 2019.

How can you have your say?
If you have any questions or views on the proposed change in PAN please email: Claire Addis, Executive
principal, Atlantic Academy Portland at consultation@atlantic-aspirations.org

Atlantic Academy Portland Admissions Policy
The following information is for admissions for the academic year 2019/20

THE ADMISSION OF STUDENTS TO THE ATLANTIC ACADEMY PORTLAND
This policy sets out the admission arrangements for the Atlantic Academy Portland. The Academy will comply with all relevant
provisions of the statutory codes (the School Admissions Code and the School Admission Appeals Code) as they apply at any given
time to maintained schools and with the law on admissions as it applies to maintained schools. Reference in the codes to admission
authorities shall be deemed to be references to the governing body of the Academy. In particular, the Academy will take part in the
Admissions Forum set up by the LA and have regard to its advice; and will participate in the co-ordinated admission arrangements
operated by the LA, including any local Fair Access Protocols that are in place.
Notwithstanding these arrangements, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit a named pupil to the Academy on
application from an LA. Before doing so the Secretary of State will consult the Academy.
The admission arrangements for the Academy for the year 2019/20 and, subject to any changes approved by the Secretary of State,
for subsequent years are:
A. In the primary phase, in Reception Year, the Academy has an agreed admission number of 60 pupils. The Academy will
accordingly admit at least 60 pupils in the relevant age group (Reception to Year 6) each year if sufficient applications are
received;
B. In the secondary phase, the Academy has an agreed admission number of 120 students in Year 7. The Academy will accordingly
admit 120 students into Year 7 if sufficient applications are received.
A. The Academy has an agreed admission number of 60 students in Year 12 for students from outside Atlantic Academy Portland.
B. The Academy may set a higher admission number as its’ Published Admission Number for any specific year. Before setting an
admission number higher than its agreed admission number, the Academy will consult. Pupils will not be admitted above the
Published Admission Number unless exceptional circumstances apply and such circumstances shall be reported to the Secretary
of State.

Admission Arrangements for Nursery and Reception Year
The Academy has agreed to admit up to 60 pupils to Nursery and 60 to all other year groups, including Reception.
Classes may go over the legal 60 limit if the last child admitted is a twin or from a multiple birth, or of armed services personnel.
These arrangements and the admissions criteria (below) are reviewed annually.
SEN
Children with a statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP) that names a school will be
allocated a place before other children are considered. In this way, the number of places available will be reduced by the number of
children with a statement that has named the school.

Applications from overseas - Children of UK service personnel (UK Armed Forces)

Applications from overseas will only be accepted for children of families of UK Service Personnel and Crown servants. Families of UK
Service Personnel and other Crown Servants are subject to frequent movement within the UK and from abroad. An official letter
from MOD, FCO or GCHQ should be submitted with the application detailing relocation date and a unit postal address or quarters in
Dorset and we will arrange for that address to be used throughout the admissions process.

Admissions to Nursery
Atlantic Academy Portland has a part time facility for 60 Nursery children.
Children enter the nursery in the September after their third birthday. They attend for either a morning or afternoon session on five
days per week for a total of 15 hours. These sessions are 8.45am – 11.45 for morning children and 12.15pm – 3.15pm for afternoon
children. Families may also be entitled to apply for 30 hour funding.
If you are interested in applying for a place at nursery then you can get an application form from the school office. You will need to
complete the form and hand it in with a copy of your current council tax form and proof of address.
Please note that acceptance to the Nursery does not automatically mean that your child will obtain a place in Reception
Admissions to Reception
The Academy has agreed to admit 60 pupils to Reception. The Academy may admit over this number if the 61st child is a twin or
from a multiple birth, or of armed services personnel. These arrangements and the admissions criteria (below) are reviewed
annually.
Applying to the academy should be done via the Local Authority in which the child lives. The online application process for Portland
can be found at www.dorsetforyou.com
Oversubscription Criteria for Reception
When there are more applications than there are places available, after the admission of students whose statement of Special
Educational Needs (SEN) or Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan names the school, the following criteria will be applied to
determine those children who will be offered places. The criteria are listed in priority order:
1.

Looked after children (Primary Note 1) and all previously looked after children. Previously looked after children are children
who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, (Primary Note 2) or became subject to a child
arrangements order (Primary Note 3) or special guardianship order (Primary Note 4) . Please note that adopted children
must be looked after by an English or Welsh Local Authority (Primary Note 5).

1.

Children with a sibling already at the Academy, ordered by shortest distance between home and Atlantic Academy Portland
(see Primary Notes 6, 7 & 8)

2.

Children of teaching staff in the following circumstances (Primary Note 9) where:
●

the member of teaching staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the
application for admission to the school is made, or

●

children of newly appointed staff, filling a post with a “demonstrable skills shortage” (School Admissions Code
2012)

4. Children who live nearest to the school, with the distance from home to school being measured as set out in Primary Note
9.

Primary Notes:
1.

A looked after child, as defined by Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority,
or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services function for England
and Wales. Priority is also given under this criterion for looked after children who ceased to be so because they:

2.

Were adopted under Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002

3.

Became subject to a child arrangements order under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by S12 of the Children
and Families Act 2014. Child arrangements orders replace residence orders, and any residence order in force prior to 22
April 2014, is deemed to be a child arrangement order, which settles the arrangements to be made as to the person with
whom a child is to live;

4.

Became subject to a special guardianship order under Section 14A of the Children Act 1989, which is an order appointing
one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian(s)

5.

The appropriate section on the Common Application Form (CAF) must be completed and a letter and/or documentary
evidence from the child’s social worker or other relevant professional must be provided. Consideration will not be given to
this criterion unless the appropriate supporting documentation is provided at the time of application.

1.

In all categories, priority will be given to those who have a brother or sister attending Atlantic Academy Portland at the time
of admission but not application.
The definition of a brother or sister is:
• A brother or sister sharing the same parents
• Half-brother or half-sister, where two children share one common parent
• Step-brother or step-sister, where two children are related by a parent’s marriage
• Adopted or foster children

2.

In order to meet the sibling criterion, your child’s sibling must be attending the school at the time of application and be
expected to still be attending at the time of admission in September. You must complete the sibling details in the
appropriate section on the Common Application Form (CAF). We reserve the right to seek verification of the information
parents have given on the application form and to withdraw the offer of a place if inadequate, inaccurate, deliberately
misleading or false information has been given.

3.

In the event that the school has one place to offer and the next child on the waiting list is one of twins, triplets or other
children of multiple births, the academy will offer both twins, all triplets or children of multiple birth a place even if this
means temporarily going over the published admission’s number.

1.

Under the oversubscription criteria the word staff will mean: All teaching staff who have been continuously employed by the
school for a period of at least 2 years for the purpose or working in the school as follows:
● All full time teaching staff
● All part time teaching staff with a 45% and above timetable
The 2 year qualification period may be waived if a post is hard to fill.
The definition does not include contract staff. If a service has been ‘in house’ and is subsequently ‘contracted out’ children or
staff will no longer be eligible for priority admission under this criterion.
The definition does not include peripatetic staff.
The definition does not include contract staff. If a service has been ‘in house’ and is subsequently ‘contracted out’ children or
staff will no longer be eligible for priority admission under this criterion.

10. For all schools where the Local Authority (LA) is the Admissions Authority (AA) for the school and any schools where the
Admissions Authority (the Governing Body) has a policy to use the LA’s measuring system, the route from home to school
has been measured using the “shortest designated route”
We measure the shortest straight line (“as the crow flies”) distance from the home address the school building. We have a
geographical mapping system which works out an easting and northing for both the home and school and calculates the
distance between them. The final place will then be allocated to the person living the shortest distance from the school.
Other measuring systems may give a different measurement but the LA cannot take a measurement from another
measuring system.
11. Where a child has two homes due to parental responsibility being shared by two people who live apart, the address used will
be the one used at which the child resides for the majority of the time during school terms, as confirmed by written evidence
from both parents/guardians
Tie Break: If there is one place available and two or more children next in order of priority or next on the waiting list meet
the appropriate criterion equally, the place will be allocated using the distance criterion. If the distances are equal, the
place will be allocated by drawing lots in the presence of an independent witness.

Process of application for Year 7
● Applying to the academy should be done via the Local Authority in which the child lives. The online application process for
Portland can be found at www.dorsetforyou.com

• Notification of Offer of Places: Parents will be informed by Dorset Local Authority on the published date.
• Parents and students will then be offered an opportunity to visit the academy before they start in September to meet staff as part
of preparing them to give them the best possible start in the academy.
Oversubscription Criteria for Year 7
Where the number of applications for admission is greater than the published admissions number, applications will be considered
against the criteria set out below:
After the admission of students whose statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) or Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan
names the school, the following criteria will be applied to determine those children who will be offered places.
The criteria are listed in priority order:
1.

Looked after children (Secondary Note 1) and all previously looked after children. Previously looked after children are
children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, (Secondary Note 2) or became
subject to a child arrangements order (Secondary Note 3) or special guardianship order (Secondary Note 4). The
appropriate section on the Common Application Form (CAF) must be completed and a letter and/or documentary
evidence from the child’s social worker or other relevant professional must be provided. Consideration will not be given
to this criterion unless the appropriate supporting documentation is provided at the time of application.

1. Children already at the academy in Year 6
1. Children with a sibling already at the Academy, ordered by shortest distance between home and Atlantic Academy
Portland (see Secondary Notes 5, 6 and 7)
2.b Twins, Triplet and other children of multiple births;
In the event that the school has one place to offer and the next child on the waiting list is one of twins, triplets or
other children of multiple births, the Academy will offer both twins, all triplets or children of multiple birth a place
even if this means temporarily going over the published admission’s number.
2. Children of teaching staff in the following circumstances (see Secondary Note 9):
a. children of appointed staff, filling a post with a “demonstrable skills shortage” (School Admissions Code
2012)
b. where the member of teaching staff is or will have been employed at the school for at least two years at the
time at which the application for admission to the school is made.
4. Children who have the shortest distance between home and Atlantic Academy Portland (see Secondary Notes 6, 7 and
8).
Tie Break: If there is one place available and two or more children next in order of priority or next on the waiting list meet
the appropriate criterion equally, the place will be allocated using the distance criterion. If the distances are equal, the
place will be allocated by drawing lots in the presence of an independent witness.
Notes:
1.

A looked after child, as defined by Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or
(b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services function for England and
Wales. Priority is also given under this criterion for looked after children who ceased to be so because they:

2. Were adopted under Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002
3. Became subject to a child arrangements order under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989, as amended by S12 of the Children and
Families Act 2014. Child arrangements orders replace residence orders, and any residence order in force prior to 22 April
2014, is deemed to be a child arrangement order, which settles the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom a
child is to live;

4. Became subject to a special guardianship order under Section 14A of the Children Act 1989, which is an order appointing one or
more individuals to be a child’s special guardian(s)
Please note that adopted children must be looked after by an English or Welsh Local Authority.
5. In order to meet the sibling criterion, your child’s sibling must be attending the school at the time of application and be
expected to still be attending at the time of admission in September. This means that there will be no sibling connection for
admission purposes as follows:
a) applicants for entry to Year 7 if they have a brother or sister in Year 11 unless the CAPF records an expressed intention of
the sibling staying on into Year 12.
b) applicants for entry to Year 7 if they have a brother or sister in Year 13.
The definition of a brother or sister is:
• A brother or sister sharing the same parents
• Half-brother or half-sister, where two children share one common parent
• Step-brother or step-sister, where two children are related by a parent’s marriage
• Adopted or foster children
You must complete the sibling details in the online application form
We reserve the right to seek verification of the information parents have given on the application form and to withdraw the
offer of a place if inadequate, inaccurate, deliberately misleading or false information has been given.
6. The Child’s home address provided on your application must be the one at which your child is permanently living and must be
the address where your family normally lives at the time of application.
7. Priority will be given to those children who live closest to Atlantic Academy Portland:
For all schools where the Local Authority (LA) is the Admissions Authority (AA) for the school and any schools where the
Admissions Authority (the Governing Body) has a policy to use the LA’s measuring system, the route from home to school has
been measured using the “shortest designated route”
We measure the shortest straight line (“as the crow flies”) distance from the home address the school building. We have a
geographical mapping system which works out an easting and northing for both the home and school and calculates the
distance between them. The final place will then be allocated to the person living the shortest distance from the school.
Other measuring systems may give a different measurement but the LA cannot take a measurement from another measuring
system.

8. Children of Service Personnel will not be disadvantaged in the admissions process. Families of UK Service Personnel and other
Crown Servants are subject to frequent movement within the UK and from abroad. An official letter from the MOD, FCO or
GCHQ should be submitted with the application detailing relocation date and a unit postal address or quarters in Portland and
we will arrange for that address to be used throughout the admission process.

9. Under the oversubscription criteria the word staff will mean: Teaching staff who have been continuously employed by the
school for a period of at least two years for the purpose of working in the school as follows:
• All full time teaching staff
• All part time teaching staff with a 45% and above timetable
The two years qualification period may be waived if a post is hard to fill.
The definition of staff does not include contract staff. If a service has been ‘in house’ and is subsequently ‘contracted out’
children or staff will no longer be eligible for priority admission under this criterion. The definition does not include
peripatetic staff.
Admission to Post 16 provision
Every student in Year 11 at Atlantic Academy Portland is entitled to a place in the Sixth Form providing there is a course suitable for
him/her and the student meets the entry requirements. Entry into Year 12 from students outside Atlantic Academy Portland has
been set at 60.
Entry Requirements

Pathwa
y

Entrance criteria

Courses

1

8 grades 9-4 GCSEs (10 if including vocational)

3 x A level

2

6 grades 9-4 GCSEs (8 if including vocational)

Vocational & 1 A level

Oversubscription Admissions Criteria:
After the admission of students whose statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) or Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan
names the school, the following criteria will be applied:
1.

2.
3.

Looked after children (Note 1 - see Secondary Notes above) and all previously looked after children. Previously looked after
children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted, (Note 2) or became subject to
a child arrangements order (Note 3) or special guardianship order (Note 4)). These students should meet the academic
requirements for the level of course applied for as published in the Academy prospectus.
Children with a sibling already at the Academy, ordered by shortest distance between home and Atlantic Academy Portland
(see Note 5, Note 6 and Note 7)
Children who have the shortest distance between home and Atlantic Academy Portland (see Notes 6, 7 and 8).

Sixth Form Application Procedure:
All external students interested in a place at Atlantic Academy Portland Sixth Form should complete an application form available
directly from the Academy or online from the academy website.
Late Applications:
Late applications will be considered, although it will be more difficult to comply with subject preferences. Applications received after
the notification date (after places have been offered) will be added to the list of continued interest in admission criteria order. The
list of continued interest for Year 12 will be kept until the last day of December of the year of admission.
Proof of Home Address
The Child’s home address provided on your application must be the one at which your child is permanently living and must be the
address where your family normally lives at the time of application.
Every year there are cases where parents give false information about their home address to get a place at a particular school. Every
effort is made to ensure that this does not happen because this can prevent genuine applicants from obtaining a school place. The
Local Authority will carry out address verifications against Local Authority records for all applications made by residents of Dorset.
Where they are not satisfied as to the validity of an address further investigations will be conducted. The Local Authority reserves
the right to seek verification of the information parents have given on the application form and withdraw any offer or application
made on the basis of inadequate, inaccurate or deliberately misleading information. Any application found to have misleading
information will be invalid. If this is found after the closing date any subsequent application submitted will be processed as late.
Possible future addresses will not accepted as a basis for allocating school places. If you move after submitting your application you
must inform the School Admissions Team within two weeks of your move so that your application is considered using the correct
address for school admission purposes.
If you own a property which has previously been used as your home address and you are living at and apply from a different
address, we will assume that the second address is temporary. Therefore we will use the address of the property which you own as
the address for school admissions purposes.
Alternative addresses, including a relative’s or childminder’s, will not be accepted. If you retain ownership or tenancy of a property
and you rent an alternative property or live with friends or relatives temporarily and use this address in order to gain a school place,
this will considered to be a temporary address and will not be used for school admissions purposes. Any parent who has more than
one property must only refer to the property in which the child actually lives.

Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week, the address where the child lives is determined
using a joint declaration from the parents stating the pattern of residence. If a child’s residence is split equally between both
parents, then parents will be asked to determine which residential address should be used for the purpose of admission to school. If
the residence is not split equally between both parents, then the address used will be the address where the child spends the
majority of the school week. Documentation to confirm the arrangement such as a residence order or other court order may be
required. If this is not available or there the documentation is not satisfactory, the address of the parent who is in receipt of child
benefit or the parent who has parental responsibility will be used. There are no exceptions to this rule.
You do not need to provide us with documentary evidence of your address. If you are not registered to pay council tax, either
because you are not liable or have recently moved, you will be asked to provide:
· A mortgage statement/tenancy agreement
and two of the following:
· A recent utility bill, credit card statement or driving license
· A Child Benefit/Inland Revenue document (if entitlement applies)
· Pay slip/P45/P60
· Car/House Insurance certificate
· A letter confirming placement at your address from Social Services/National Asylum Support
Service/United Kingdom Border Agency/Housing Department.
Any supporting information not in English language must be accompanied by a certified translation
Fraudulent Information
If the allocation of a place has been made on the basis of fraudulent or intentionally misleading information, the Academy reserves
the right to withdraw the place. An offer of a place can be withdrawn even after the child has started school.

Pupils with Disabilities
Children with disabilities will be treated no less favourably than other applicants for admission. Disabled children will be given equal
consideration of a place with others under the stated criteria for admission. The definition of disability is that contained within the
Disability Discrimination Act (amended). Atlantic Academy Portland will make reasonable adjustments to ensure that pupils with
disabilities are not placed at a substantial disadvantage in accordance with the Disability Rights Commission Code.
Late Applications
Applications received after the closing date will only be considered as on time under the following circumstances and upon receipt
of suitable supporting evidence:
●

The family moved into the Local Authority after the closing date

●

The family was unable to comply with the admissions timetable because of exceptional circumstances which prevented the
application arriving on time – the circumstances must be given in writing and attached to the application form.

OR

Any late application (that has not been judged to be on time) will be considered after the national offer day. If a place cannot be
offered, the child’s name can be added to the waiting list. The waiting list will be in operation until the 31 August. Any parent/carer
wishing for their child to remain on the waiting list until 31 December, must register using the appropriate slip which will be sent to
them in August. Those with a continuing interest beyond this time will be required to make an in-year application.
Each child added to the list will require the list to be ranked again in line with the published oversubscription criteria. Priority will
not be given to children based on the date their application was received or their name added to the list. This means that a child’s
position on any waiting list can move down as well as up.
Independent Admissions Appeal Committee
Parents who are not offered a place for their child (excluding applications to Nursery) are entitled to appeal to an independent
committee under provisions of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 as amended by section 40 of the Education &
Inspections Act 2006, only if there is maladministration, an unreasonable decision or the admission criteria is non-compliant.

Parents wishing to appeal in these circumstances should contact the local authority admissions department and complete an appeal
form. The form should be sent to the Local Authority within 15 school working days from the notification of the decision not to
admit.
In-Year Admissions
•

All applications made during the academic year (in year admissions) must be made directly to the school. All such
applications will be considered and if the year group applied for has a place available in the appropriate band the Academy
will admit the child unless the applicant has significant behavioural issues, in which case the child will be referred to the
Local Authority Fair Access panel. (Such refusals will only occur where the student concerned has been previously excluded
from two or more schools or where special circumstances apply as specified in the Admissions Code. However, the
Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit such students and such a direction will be binding.) If more applications
are received than there are places available, the oversubscription criteria above for Reception, Year 7 or for post-16 places
shall apply.

•

Parents whose application is turned down are entitled to appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel.

•

Waiting list for in-year admissions will be in operation until the end of the academic year.

•

Although most children will be admitted to the Academy within their own age group, the Academy will make decisions on
the year group of entry on the basis of the circumstances of each individual case. Parents do not have a right of Appeal if a
place is offered in a year group other than the year group in which they applied for.

Fair Access Protocol
The academy is committed to taking its fair share of children who are vulnerable and/or hard to place, as set out in locally agreed
protocols. Children with a history of challenging behaviour and those deemed vulnerable are placed in school using the Fair Access
Protocol. This ensures they are offered an appropriate education placement as quickly as possible.
The Fair Access Panel consists of representatives from Dorset schools, the local authority and other agencies. The panel considers
all information available and the child’s individual circumstances to make an informed decision as to what school would best meet
the child’s needs.
Admission of Children Below Compulsory School Age and Deferred Entry to School
Admission to the Reception Class would normally be in Term 1, the Autumn Term.
● Parents/carers of a reception age child can either arrange for their child to attend part-time until they reach compulsory
school age or,
●

defer the date their child is admitted to school until later on in the Reception year. The latest the child can start school will
be at the beginning of the summer term 2019.

Applications must be submitted as normal and once a place has been allocated parents/carers need to discuss deferred entry or part
time attendance with the Principal.
Children are educated in school with others of their age group. However, parents/carers may request that their child is admitted
outside their normal age group. In addition parents/carers may choose not to send that child to school until the September
following their fifth birthday.
Parents/carers must make it clear that they are applying for a place for their child outside the normal age group. Any request needs
to be put in writing to the School outlining the reasons with supporting documentation from a professional for consideration. The
School will decide whether or not the individual child’s circumstances make this appropriate on educationally grounds. Such
requests will only be agreed in exceptional circumstances. The request must be made in the normal year of entry.
If it is agreed that the child can delay entry then the parent/carers would have to make an application for the following September
and this would be considered long with all the applicants for admission in that year. However there can be no guarantee of a place
being available at the school, as this is dependent on the number of applicants that year. It is not possible to reserve a place for the
following year.
See Appendix 1 for more detail.
Admission of Children Outside of their Normal Year Group

The Aspirations Academies Trust as a general rule does not recommend the admission of children outside of their normal year
group. However, the decision to admit a child outside of their normal Year group will be made on the basis of the circumstances of
each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. This will include taking account of the parent’s views; information about
the child’s academic, social and emotional development; where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical
professional; whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and whether they may naturally have
fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely. In each case, a meeting will take place between the Principal
and the parent(s)/carer(s) prior to a decision being made. The Principal of the Academy will discuss the issue with either the
Executive Principal or Chief Executive before making a decision. When informing a parent of their decision on the year group the
child should be admitted to, the admission authority will set out clearly the reasons for their decision.
Withdrawing an offer or a place
The admission authority, The Aspirations Academies Trust, will not withdraw an offer unless it has been offered in error, a parent
has not responded within a reasonable period of time, or it is established that the offer was obtained through a fraudulent or
intentionally misleading application. Where the parent has not responded to the offer, the admission authority will give the parent a
further opportunity to respond and explain that the offer may be withdrawn if they do not respond. Where an offer is withdrawn on
the basis of misleading information, the application will be considered afresh. If the child is not offered a place at the academy
based on the new application, the right to appeal still stands.

ANNUAL PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS
Consultation
Paragraph 1.43 and 1.46 of the School Admissions Code confirms the timescale for the consultation and determination of your
School admission arrangements are as follows:
Admission authorities must consult when admission arrangements are changed or if they have not been consulted on within the last
7 years. The last consultation was in January 2017.
The consultation period is a minimum of 6 weeks and should take place between 1 October and 31 January for the following year’s
September intake. For example a consultation in January 2017 would be for the September 2018 policy.
The Academy will consult by 31 January:
a) parents of children between the ages of two and eighteen;
b) other persons in the relevant area who in the opinion of the Academy have an interest in the proposed admissions;
c) All other admission authorities for primary and secondary schools located within the relevant area;
e) Any adjoining neighbouring local authorities where the admission authority is the local authority.
For the purposes of consultation, the Academy will publish a copy of the proposed admission arrangements on the Academy
website together with the contact details of the Admissions Officer, to whom comments must be sent.
The Academy will also send, upon request, a copy of the proposed admission arrangements to any of the persons or bodies listed
above inviting comment.

Representations about Admission Arrangements
Where any of those bodies that were consulted, or that should have been consulted, make representations to the Academy about
its admission arrangements, the Academy will consider such representations before determining the admission arrangements.
Where the Academy has determined its admission arrangements and notified all those bodies whom it has consulted and any of
those bodies object to the Academy’s admission arrangements they can make representations to the Schools Adjudicator by 30th
June. The Schools Adjudicator will consider the representation and in so doing will consult the Academy. The Academy will provide
all the information that the local authority needs to compile the composite prospectus no later than 8th August, unless agreed
otherwise.

Those consulted have the right to ask the Academy to increase its proposed Published Admissions Number for any year. Where such
a request is made, but agreement cannot be reached locally, they may ask the Secretary of State to direct the Academy to increase
its proposed Published Admissions Number. The Secretary of State will consult the Academy and will then determine the Published
Admission Number.
In addition to the provisions above, the Secretary of State may direct changes to the Academy’s proposed admission arrangements
and, in addition to the provisions above, the Secretary of State may direct changes to the proposed Published Admissions Number.
Determination and Publication of Admission Arrangements
Atlantic Academy Portland will determine its admission arrangements by 28th February every year, even if they have not changed
from previous years.

Atlantic Academy Portland will notify the appropriate bodies and publish a copy of the determined arrangements on the Academy
website for the whole offer year (the academic year in which offers for places are made). The Academy will also send a copy of the
full, determined arrangements to the Local Authority as soon as possible before 15th March.
Proposed Changes to Admission Arrangements by the Academy after Arrangements Have Been Published
Once the admission arrangements have been determined for a particular year and published, the Academy will propose changes
only if there is a major change of circumstances. In such cases, the Academy must notify those consulted under paragraph 16 above
of the proposed variation and must then apply to the Schools Adjudicator setting out:
a) the proposed changes;
b) reasons for wishing to make such changes;
c) any comments or objections from those entitled to object.
Records of applications and admissions shall be kept by the Academy for a minimum period of one year and shall be open for
inspection by the Secretary of State.
END OF POLICY

Apendix 1
Starting School – deferring or delaying admission
Parents have the right to seek consideration to defer/delay their child’s admission to school.
All children are entitled to start school full time in the September following their fourth birthday.
By law, children have to be in full-time education by the start of the term following their fifth birthday – when they reach
‘compulsory school age’.

Child with their fifth birthday between 1 Compulsory school age from the following January.
September and 31 December
(Autumn Born)
A school place will be available from the September of, or before their fifth
birthday but can be deferred until January – the school place that has
been allocated will be held once the parent lets the school know
Child with their fifth birthday between 1 Compulsory school age from the following April:
January and 31 March
(Spring Born)
A school place will be available from the September before this but can be
deferred until January or April – the school place that has been allocated
will be held once the parent lets the school know.
Child with their fifth birthday between 1 Compulsory school age from the following September (which is then year
April and 31 August
1 not reception):
(Summer Born)
A school place will be available from the September before this but can be
deferred until January or April – the school place that has been allocated
will be held once the parent lets the school know.
Parents can also legally defer the school place until September BUT the
offer of a school place will be withdrawn and they will need to reapply for
a place in year one. This will be treated as a new application and there is
no guarantee that a place will be available at their preferred school.
However if a parent decides to request a place in a reception class rather
than year one in September , having deferred the place for a year, this
would be called delayed admission. This can only be agreed by the
admission authority for the school.

If parents do not feel their child is ready to start school full time in the September following their fourth birthday it is possible to:
1.
2.
1.
2.

Opt for part time admission* to the allocated school from the September following their child’s fourth birthday (but not
beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age);
Opt to defer their child’s entry for a term or two terms (i.e until they are of compulsory school age) so that they don’t start
straight away in the September following their fourth birthday ;
Opt to defer their child’s entry until the September following their fifth birthday, if they were born in the summer – but
they would need to reapply for a place the child would start in year one;
Request to delay their child’s entry, holding them back from joining the correct year group for their age and starting school
in the reception a year later

Deferred Entry: The Aspirations Academies Trust would normally encourage admission to reception from the Autumn Term. To do
so parents must make a request in writing to the principal of the school stating their reasons for the request. The school will
consider each case on its individual merit.
Delayed Entry: The Aspirations Academies Trust would not normally recommend the admission of children outside of their normal
year group. However, the decision to admit a child outside of their normal year group will be made on the basis of the
circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. This will include taking account of the parent’s views;
information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development; where relevant, their medical history and the views of a
medical professional; whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and whether they may naturally
have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely.
The Principal of the Academy will discuss the issue with either the Executive Principal or Chief Executive Officer before making a
decision.
When informing a parent of their decision on the year group the child should be admitted to, the admission authority will set out
clearly the reasons for their decision.

*Part time admission
Places in reception will be allocated as full time from the September after a child’s fourth birthday. However, parents may choose
part time admission. This may be preferable to deferring the child’s entry until later in the school year as this will give them the
opportunity to settle in gradually and start to make friends at the same time as other children in the class. Parents will need to
discuss this with the Headteacher so that the child’s experiences, readiness for school and individual needs can be understood and
the Headteacher can plan how they can fit part-time admission into the organisation of the school.

