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Agenda
Year 10 Raising Achievement Evening

1 Introduction Mrs Bishop

2 End of Unit PPEs Mrs Migliari

3 Maths GCSEs Expectations Mrs Wheatland

4 English Language and Literature GCSE 
Expectations

Ms Detterick

5 Core Subjects Course Content Mrs Migliari/ Mrs Winsborough

6 Vocational Subjects Miss Board

7 Knowledge Organisers and Homework Ms Winsborough

8 Parent support, rewards and awards Mrs Bourke
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Vision 
By providing an outstanding all through provision 

we will transform the lives of all of our students; 

inspiring them to have the confidence, character 

and commitment to realise their full potential. 
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Mission Objectives: 
To improve the character, commitment and confidence of all our students 

Character 

● We are proud of our school and it is 

respected in the community 

● We care and respect each other

● We define ourselves and are not afraid of 

opportunity

Confidence

● We feel valued

● We feel safe to learn and try something new 

● We believe in ourselves and each other

Commitment

● We work hard and are resilient

● We have disruption free learning

● We have an engaging curriculum 
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• ‘Every decision and action taken 
is done so with the aim to ensure 
that every student can climb their 
personal mountain to university, 
or a real alternative, thrive in a 
top job and have a great life.’

• We will push your child hard, 
with maximum support, like a 
top coach in sport

• New GCSEs are the hardest 
exams since O Levels in 1987!
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Examination Performance at Atlantic Academy 
Portland: 23rd August 2019 - Best in W&P (TBC)

We are delighted to announce that  year 11 students  from Atlantic Academy have done 
themselves incredibly proud with their results. The students have been on a rapid journey of 
improvement to make the progress that reflects their ability and will place them well above 
the national average, amongst the highest performing schools in Dorset. Over 68% of 
students gained 5 or more GCSEs at the standard pass rate (Grades 9-4). This is a fantastic 
reflection of all their hard work and dedication.

The headline figure of English with Maths stands at 53%  and will place Atlantic Academy 
Portland above the national average for progress, and one of the highest progress figures in 
Dorset .  ‘We are absolutely delighted for our students proving that hard work, confidence  
and commitment  really does pay off. We are really  proud of  all the hard work and effort the 
students have put in to their achievements. They have believed in themselves and each other 
to get these life changing results. I would also like to thank our dedicated  staff and parents, 
who have been incredibly supportive and committed in supporting  our students over the last 
two years.



Inspiring our students to have confidence, character and commitment.

 Headline Figures
 Progress 8 score 

(estimate based on 

most recent Matrix4 

update)

Attainment 8 score % of students achieving 

Grades 9-4 in English 

and maths GCSEs

% of students achieving 

Grades 9-5 in English 

and maths GCSEs

Atlantic 2019 - 0.35 45.1 53 34

Atlantic 2018 0.23 44.6 51 28

IPACA 2017 -0.94 32.6 42 20
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Therefore the best teachers and 
schools

1. Have deep subject knowledge
2. Are high quality instructors
3. Create positive classroom environments
4. Manage the classroom - systems in pace so students 

put in highest possible effort
5. Understand what learning is and how it happens
6. Are professional - they reflect, support and model
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Atlantic Academy’s curriculum aims are: 

● Ensure a broad curriculum coverage 
● Develop a knowledge rich curriculum and cultural capital
● A curriculum that aids personal development ( SMSC/PSHE/ Cultural 

richness/ Diversity/Equality /Well being / Careers
● Ensure that knowledge acquisition is enhanced through being effectively 

applied to real-life situations and problems (National and Local Curriculum)
● Widen knowledge acquisition through single discipline and transdiscipline 

learning
● Ensure all learning is challenging and engaging to encourage attendance 
● Develop transferable future skills through the application of knowledge 

into actions for success.
● Ensure high rates of progress for all students. 
● Promote teacher planning that is integral to the success  and progression 

of the curriculum that is also manageable.
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Year 10 End of Unit Exams

Mrs Migliari

Assistant Principal
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Year 10: End of Unit  PPEs
• Unit 1 PPEs 18th Nov - 29th Nov 2019

• Unit 2 PPEs 2nd Mar - 13th Mar 2020

• Unit 3 PPEs   15th June - 26th June 2020

GCSE Style results collection last week of term July 
2020

English, Maths, Science, Humanities and Languages

• Full papers

• Informed decision making 
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Preparing for the PPEs

• Revision Guides and Workbooks

• Knowledge Organisers

• Homework 

• Hegarty Maths

• Seneca

• Working hard in class!
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GCSE Maths Content

Mrs Wheatland
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100% exam based assessment

• Paper 1 Non Calculator Exam (1 hour 30 
minutes)

• Papers 2 & 3 Calculator Exams (1 hour 30 
minutes each)
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Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9-1)

Foundation Higher

Number (22-28%) Number (12-18%)

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of 
Change (22-28%)

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of 
Change (17-23%)

Algebra (17-23%) Algebra (27-33%)

Geometry and Measures 
(12-18%)

Geometry and Measures 
(17-23%)

Statistics and Probability 
(12-18%)

Statistics and Probability 
(12-18%)
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Maths support
• Regular exam paper practice
• Focus on interpreting longer questions - what maths 

do we need to use to answer this question
• Revision guides and exam practice workbooks
• Use of online resources - interactive question banks 

which give instant feedback
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GCSE English Content

Ms Detterick
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Paper 1: Explorations in 

Creative Reading and Writing

Section A: Reading (40 marks) (25%) 

One single text

1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)

1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)

Section B: Writing (40 marks) (25%)

One extended writing question 

(24 marks for content, 16 marks for 

technical accuracy)

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

Section A: Reading (40 marks) (25%)

Two linked texts

1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)

1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)

Section B: Writing (40 marks) (25%)

Writing to present a viewpoint

1 extended writing question (24 marks for 

content, 16 marks for technical accuracy

Non-examination 

Assessment: 

Spoken Language

Assessed

Teacher set throughout 

course

Marked by teacher

Separate endorsement 

(0% weighting of GCSE)

English Language - Subject Content
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English Literature - Subject Content
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

What’s assessed

·Modern texts (An Inspector Calls) 

·Poetry (15 Conflict/Power Poems)

·Unseen poetry

How it’s assessed

·2 hour 15 minute written exam

·60% of GCSE

Questions

Section A Modern texts: students will answer one essay 

question from a choice of two.

Section B Poetry: students will answer one comparative 

question comparing two poems.

Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question 

on an unseen poem and one comparison question.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel

What’s assessed

·Shakespeare   

  ·The 19th century novel - Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

How it’s assessed

·1 hour 45 minute written exam

·40% of GCSE

Questions

Section A Shakespeare: students will answer one 

question on their play of choice. 

Section B The 19th century novel: students will 

answer one question on Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 
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English support

• Fortnightly exam paper practice and improvement 
sessions

• Revision guides for both Language and Literature

• Reading intervention programme

Instagram: 
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GCSE Course Content

Mrs Migliari and Mrs Winsborough
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• Students are awarded a ‘combined grade’, this is from a 17 point scale with the 
top 9-9, to the bottom 1-1, or a U. There can be one grade difference between 
the grades but no more than this, for example a student could receive a 9-8 or a 
4-3.

• 6 x Science exams - ( 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics, 2 x Biology) Each is 1 hr 15 min 
long. This is a total of 7 hr 30 min of science examinations. Each exam counts 
equally to the combined grade. Therefore doing well in all exams is vital to get 
the highest combined grade.  

• There is no controlled assessment, the course is 100 % exam based. . but there 
are 21 required practicals that the students have to know and these will be 
assessed throughout  their 6 written exams 

AQA Combined Science (Trilogy)
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Key information:
• Exam board: AQA

• New 9-1 qualification

• No coursework – all exam 
based

• Current topic: The Normans

• Next topic: Health and the 
people

4 Units 

Departmental support:

• Each year 11 will be provided with their own 
revision guide 

• Raising achievement session revision 
resources closer to the final exam.

Key dates:
• High stakes pre-public 

examination (PPE) 

Must use resources:
• Please ensure all pupils have their AQA revision guide & practice book and 

Seneca

History GCSE
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Key information:

• Exam board: AQA

• New 9-1 qualification

• No coursework but 
fieldwork is assessed in 
exam

• Current topic: The 
Changing Economic World.

• Next topic: The Living 
World

Key dates:

• High stakes pre-public 
examination (PPE) 

Must use resources:

• Text Book

Geography GCSE
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Key information:
• Exam board: AQA

• New 9-1 qualification

• 4 exams 

    Speaking (25%)

    Writing (25%)

    Reading (25%)

    Listening (25%)

Key dates:
• High stakes pre-public 

examination (PPE) 

• Raising Achievement 
Sessions - Tutor time and 
after school.

French GCSE

Must use resources:
Vocabulary books 
Textbook
Revision guide
Linguascope (For listening 
practice)
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Vocational Coursework 
Completion

Miss Board
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Vocational Courses
BTEC Courses

• All BTEC courses are to be completed by the end of the February 
half term 2021. 

• Coursework for each of these courses will need to be completed 
to the students minimum target grade.

• Students will also sit their exam during the May/June 2020 
window  all students will be aiming for a Pass as a minimum 
grade in these exams. Holiday in time will result in a non 
complete of exam -effecting 40% of grade. 

• There will be the opportunity to resit in year 11 

• The highest grade will contribute to overall qualification grade. 
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Vocational Coursework

• All Students study 3 vocational subjects which started 
in Year 10.

• Coursework for these subjects can contribute up to a 
total of 60% of these courses.

• The aim is for all coursework is to be completed by 
February half term 2021 
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Vocational Coursework

• Failure to complete this coursework before the 
end of February half term may result in students 
gaining incompletes and unable to gain the a status in 
the qualification in Summer 2021. 
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GCSE Design Technology 

• Students practical challenge based on a real world 
scenario has been very much welcomed by students. 

• New course is much more interactive and practical 

• Practical coursework due for February 2021 
(released September 2020) 

• Exam in June 



Inspiring our students to have confidence, character and commitment.

Knowledge Organisers and 
Homework Expectations

Ms Winsborough

Assistant Principal
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Homework Expectations

• Knowledge Organisers and evidence of Self 
quizzing

• Hegarty Maths 

• Completion of  BTEC coursework 

• Revision Guides/Workbook

• Seneca – to assist with homework and revision
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These are Knowledge Organisers. 
Knowledge Organisers for all subjects are 
kept within one well organised book for the 
entire year.
 
You will need to keep this book with you at 
all times in school, and it home to revise 
each evening, weekend and holiday.
 
PRACTICE BOOKS
 
You will self-quiz from one Knowledge 
Organiser from one subject every evening 
during term time into your practice book. 
Also writing any Cornell notes in these you 
are set for h/w.

Year 10 HISTORY KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER Unit 1 Apartheid
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What is self quizzing?

• The self-quiz is designed to memorise fundamental 
information.

• You cover up one side of the Knowledge Organiser, 
look at the concept, write out the definition from 
memory then self-check and self-correct any 
spelling mistakes (in a green pen). 



Inspiring our students to have confidence, character and commitment.

What is self quizzing?

• Test yourself until you have learned it by heart for a 
minimum of 30 minutes each evening, to prepare 
for a written quiz the next day.

• To further extend this, the knowledge will be linked 
to your DO NOWs and become part of the settle 
activity. It will be tested by ‘closed book spot 
checks’ and by whole class choral responses.
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But doing it right requires 
self discipline. 



Inspiring our students to have confidence, character and commitment.

Self-Discipline

• Very easy to copy straight from your Knowledge 
Organiser into your practice book – don’t do this!

• You will not learn the content or be able to recall it 
at a later date.

• It may take you longer at first, but once you develop 
your technique, you should make fewer mistakes 
and the knowledge will sink in to your long-term 
memory.
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Self-Discipline

• Don’t play music

• Keep the television off

• Put your mobile on silent and move it away from 
you: No texting, no calls, no Snapchat, no 
WhatsApp or Facebook notifications

• No games consoles etc.

• They will all be there when you have finished.
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Parent Support

Mrs Bourke
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Your commitment as parents

• Healthy eating
• Study space
• Understanding of the pressures involved
• Sleep patterns
• Revision skills
• Homework completion
• Contact with the Academy
• Supervision
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Support us

• Encourage the right attitude

• Attendance and punctuality

• Avoid issues around the ‘basics’

• Support out of ‘normal’ hours sessions

• Positive about our decisions (or at least not 
negative!)
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Website Information
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Parent Support Pamphlets
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Rewards and Awards
Everyday Rewards:

Smiles, thumbs up, nods and approving phrases all contribute towards an ethos that encourages success. The 
conduct of staff has a profound effect on our students, so we display a genuine interest in the students, we 
welcome them and we greet them at the door.
 
The underlying principle at Atlantic is that we always reward academic achievement and behaviour that meets 
our expectations. 

● Secondary subject area rewards – Positive text messages, praise postcards, telephone calls, and verbal 
praise, Hero of the Week, Scientist of the Week.

● Golden Tickets - Each lesson a student is awarded a Golden Ticket for their outstanding contribution to 
the lesson. 

● Ready for Learning Cards - Students  carry these in their blazer pockets, and staff can sign them in order 
to award positive points for exemplary behaviour outside the classroom. 

● Secondary points – These are awarded on Progresso as positive points. Students have a weekly summary 
of these points and as they accumulate students are awarded certificates under the Bronze, Silver, Gold, 
Platinum and Diamond categories of the Atlantic Baccalaureate Award. Each week students who have 
gained 10 or more positive points are entered into a cash draw for secondary students. 
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Rewards and Awards
Award Schemes

In addition to our daily rewards students have opportunities to gain credit for personal growth and positive behaviour through a number of award 
schemes. 

● The Atlantic Baccalaureate Award
Behaviour points are added on the Progresso system and those who attain the required net points totals are rewarded in Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum and 
Diamond categories. In addition to this, students who have gone a whole term with zero negative points will be awarded the Zero Hero Award.

● The British Values Award 
This award supports our students develop their characters, commitment and confidence. The award scheme requires that students have a good knowledge and 
understanding British Values, and collect evidence of themselves expressing these values .

● The Zero Hero Award
These much sought-after badges are awarded at the end of each Unit of Work. They are awarded to students with zero negative points. 

● Attendance Awards
All students with attendance of 97% or above at the end of each term receive a film afternoon. Students with 100% attendance also get sweets and 
popcorn. Each week every secondary student with 100% has their name put into a raffle and the winner receives a cash/voucher prize. 

● Academy Colours
Sports Colours are awarded for consistent membership of an Academy team, County team or higher, excellent team spirit and/or leadership of a team.

● End of Year and Subject Awards 
Awards for Endeavour and Achievement are made at the end of the year. These are made at the  recommendation of staff, and awarded at the 
Celebration of Achievement Assemblies.

● The Principals’ Award
At the end of each Unit, a nomination is given to the Pastoral Leads by tutors for one boy and one girl whom they believe deserve to win this prestigious award 
because of their continued hard work and effort in school.
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Key Dates

Unit 1 PPEs 18th Nov - 29th Nov 2019

Results Collection Friday 13th Dec 2019

Parents’ Evening Thursday 23rd Jan 2020

Unit 2 PPEs 2nd Mar - 13th Mar 2020

Results Collection Friday 27th March 2020

Unit 3 PPEs   15th June - 26th June 2020

GCSE Style Results CollectionLast week of Summer Term
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Thank you for your support and 
attendance tonight

We are looking forward to a great year ahead!


